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BRETHREN EVANGUCLIBT. 


Sisters' S. G. E. 

HOW 8HALL WE DTTEBEflT OHÏÏBOH MEK- 

BER8IN THE S. S. CE? 
[Readat a públic meeting of the S. S. C. E. 
•t Bethlehem, Harrisonburg. Va., by Jos. I. 
Hall] 

They should be impressed with the idea 
of duty. We should know our duty and 
theri períorm it without flinching. Be 
brave and true. I cannot better illus- 
trate the idea of performing duty than to 
relate to you an instance in the life of 
Col. Davenport of Connecticut. May 19, 
1780, was a dark day in that stat*. Càn- 
dies were lighted in many houses \ the 
birds were silent, and disappeared ; and 
domèstic fowls retired to roost. The peo- 
ple were impressed with the idea that the 
day of judgment was at hand. This 
opinion was entertained by the Legisla- 
ture, at that tirae sitting at Hartford. 

The House of Representatives adjourn- 
ed ; the council proposed to follow the 
example. Col, Davenport objected. The 
day of judgment is at hand or it is not, 
he said. If it is not, there is no cause 
for an adjournment. If it is, I choose to 
be found doing my duty. I wish, there- 
fore, that the càndies may be brought. 
The inspiration of that heroic conclusion 
brought about such an interest that the 
càndies were brought, and the work re- 
sumed even under such trying circum- 
stances, and gives to the world an in- 
stance of true Christian heroism, and an 
example for us to emulate. 

Motley, the historian, telis us that Hol- 
land lost her freedom by one officer neg- 
lecting his duty. Here we have an ex- 
ample of individual duty. 

Let the members of the society leave 
nothíng undone that onght to be done. 
When there is a duty, perforin it if you 
are able. No duty should be imposed 
upon any one who is not able to perform 
it. Let eachmember feel ftillv inlerested 
in the work and do it chcerfully. Keep 
wide awake to all its interests. I, et the 
devotional part of each meeting be upper- 
most in the heart. In even the work 
meetings ask God's blessings upon it. 
Should there be a públic meeting, with 
the full sense of true devotion use every 
energy to make it in the highest sense en- 
tertaining and instructive. Use litera- 
ture of the highest character, that the 
mind may be enriched as well as develop- 
ed. When these points are kept in full 
view we may expect an interest. Those 
who wish to learn, and see the young de- 
veloped into true manhood and woinan- 
hood will become fully interested in the 
work of a society whose meetings show 
preparation. We must prepare to be skil- 
ful workmen. 


"All tbat you do. do with your migbt 
Thïngs done by halves are ne ver done rigbt." 

We do not need be crítics to see it in 
that light. If we are in the vineyard of 
the Lord don't be satisfied with work half 
performed. God is not pleased with work 
half done. 

Commend rather than censure. Speak 
kindly about work that is done as well as 
work that is to do. 

The officers should giye direct informa- 
tion to those who ask for it. Don't have 
any cold formalíty in the work, but with 
kind, loving, forbearing, forgiving hearts, 
work as a kind loving family. Don't 
raagnify the mistakes of individual mem- 
bers, or strife will arise in the society to 
the disgust of all, but with the spirit of 
Christ look each one to his or her own 
shortcomings, which is one of the great 
duties of man, Then light will appear 
where otherwise darkness would reign, 
and leave no inspiration for the members 
of the church. No interest, no sympa- 
thy where contention ceaseth not. If 
sunshine and love be kept in the society, 
the members of the church will long for 
its meetings. Long to be in the holy in- 
fluence of the society to reap the spi ritual 
blessings as well as receive mental aid, 
and being in its kind association. 

Brothers and sisters, look on the bright 
side. In fact look for no other side or 
you will be sure to find it. If that should 
be, then we do not stand in the proper 
relation for others to be interested in the 
society. Let the hand of God lead'us, 
then we will be acluated by proper mo- 
tives and will increase our interest and in- 
spire others. 

FROM CORNELL, ILL. 
A few days ago our president of the 
Christian Kndeavoi, informed me that I 
was corresponding secretary for the Socie- 
ty, and also hinted, they would like to see 
a report of our work in the Kvan<;eu.st. 
I so often wonder why it is, so few of the 
sisters write for the paper. When our 
kind Editor has given us a colmnn of our 
own, and our dear president has asked us 
repeatedly to write. 

When the sistcrsaid she thought ittime 
for a report, (I thought to myself) how 
easy it is to expeet morè of others, than 
we are willing to do ourselves. 

As for the work, we are still on the 
mountain top, doing with our raight any 
thing we find to do. Our carpet rags for 
50 yards of carpet are sewed ; and we 
have commenced something ,new, which 
we have faith to believe will prové agrand 
success. 

If any of the sisters hear from us per- 
sonally they need not be surprised. Since 


our I ast com munica tion we gave an oyster 
supper, though it did not prové to bewhat 
wc anticipated it would be, principally on 
account of bad roads and the inclement 
weather. But we are not discouragedand 
in due time will have another. "If at 
first you don't succeed, try, try again." 
We are increasihg slowly in numbers 
though the attendance is not as good as 
we would like to see. But the old stand 
by's are always at their post of duty. We 
know who they are, and only wish we had 
morè of them. Our S. S. C. E. is a great 
aid to the Church ; we could notgetalong 
without it. But while it is true we work 
hard to keep our treasury filled ; we try to 
remember also, we are working for souls 
salvation. Hence at each meeting we en- 
joy the prayers and testimonies that are 
offered up in behalf of the unsaved. At 
our monthly business meetings, we endeav- 
or to carry out the program in the Evan- 
ckljst ; this we find is very interesting, 
and gives those something to do who are 
not very active at "other times," I wish 
we had one for each month. Cannot the 
sisters prepare a tòpic, some of them, for 
each month ? , At one meeting after our 
devotional services we went out visiting 
the sick, and those who had become care- 
less and indifferent about the Society. 
However we didnot have time to visit all, 
but we have not forgotten them and are 
longing for the time when they will be 
with us again. 

We have organized a Y. P. S. C. E. 
with our pastor as leader. We now have 
preaching, prayer-meeling, S. S. C. E. 
and Christian Kndeavor. Yoj see Cor- 
neli means business. Our pastor is young 
in the ministry, but has the ability to 
preach in that way and manner, and with 
such power that o»dy the heart of stone 
would cease to melt. Too much cannot 
be said in praise, as to his being an carn- 
est, active, devoted Christian. 

Oh, we are looking forward to the time 
when we can see a Brethren church erect- 
ed here in this place. How thankful we 
are, for blessings we have received from 
God in the last three years on our little 
church. May he still continue to bless 
us; and may we pray in faith believing, 
then He will answer prayer. 

Now dear sisters let us hear from you, 
and may we work on striving to become 
better each day, and to do raore for our 
Savior this yearthan ever before, so when 
life is ended we may have a home in that 
beautiful city, he has gone to prepare for 
us. Kver your Sister in Christ. 

Mrs. Alice J. Holmes. 


Strong drink is not only the deviPs 
way into a man, but a man's way to the 
devil. — Adam Ciarke, D. D. 


